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Burean of Alcahol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives Certification of Qualifying State Relief

from Disabilities Program

This formn is 10 be used by o State to certify to the U S. Depastmen of Justice, Bureau of Aleshol, Tobacco, Fircarms and Explosives (ATF) that it has esmblished o qualifying
mentad health relief from firearms diszhilities program that satisfies cermin minimion criteria {identified below) under the NICS Improvement Amendments Act of 2007, Public
Luw 110-180, Section 105, enacted January B, 2008 (NTAA). This centification is required for States to be eligible for the grants authorized by the NIAA ' The cerufying State
should ettach ull relevant matetinds demonstrating compliance with it cenification and criteria, which may include stanuses, admintstrastive regulations, executive orders, writen
policies and/or procedures, program brochures, or other items pertinent to the cestification,

Certification

As the authorized State official, { hereby certify that my Siate has satisfied each of the following minimum criteria (o establisb Check
2 Reliel From Disabilities Program under the NLAA:

- . A Appropriate Box
(See attached addendum for additional information.) 10~ T Nee Mt

. Stale Law: The relief program has been established by State starute, or administrative regulation or order pursuant to State law, y

List the legal citation(s) for the rehief program: 18 PaC S § 6105(f) (Other exempticn and proceedings). 7
2. Application: The relief program allows a person who has been formally adjudicated as a mental defective® or comminzd /

involuntarily to a mente! instirtion’ to apply ar petition for relief from Federal firearms prohibitions (disabilities) imposed

under 18 U.S.C. §§ 922(d)(4) and (g¥4).
3. : A State court, board, commission or other lawful authority (per State Jaw) considers the applicant's petition ")

for relief. The lawful authority may ooly caasider applications for relief due 1o menta! health adjudications or commitments that

occurred in the spplicant State,
4, Due Process: The petition for reliel is considered by the lawfl! authority in accordance with principles of due process, as 7

follows:

2 The applicant has the epportunity to submit his or ker own evidence to the lawful authority considering the reliel application.

b. An independent decision maker — someone other then the individual who gathered the evidence for the lawful suthority P
acting on the application - reviews the evideoce.

€. A record of the morter is created and maintained for review,

-~ |~

5, Proper Record: In determining whethes to grant relief, the lawfu) nuthority receives evidence conceming nod considers the:
a. Circumstances regarding the firearms disabilities imposed by 18 U.5.C. § 922(p¥4);
b.” Applicant’s fmeqr, which must InCIude, of 4 frinimun, the applicants mental health and crmunal Mistory records; &nd
¢, Applicant's repumtion, developed, at a minimum, through chamcter wittess sttements, testimony, or other character
evidence.
¢, Proper Findings: In granting relief, the lawful authority issues findings that:
o The spplicant will not be likely to sct in & manner dangerous to gublic sqfety; wnd
B Granting the relief will sot be contrary 1o the public inlerast.
7. DcNove Iudicial Revicw of 2 Depigl: The State provides for de novo judicial review of relief spplication denials that includes
the follawing principles:
o 1lfrelief is denied, the applicant may petition the Statz court of sppropriate jurisdiction to review rhe denial, including the 4
record of the denying court, board, commission or other lawful suthority.
b. [n ceszs of denin! by a lawfu! authority other thas o State court, the reviewing coun has discretion to reczive additdonal N/A N/A
evidence necessary to conduct 2n adequats review.

c. Judicial review is de novo in that the reviewing court may, but is not required to, give deference w the decision of the lawful -
authority that dealed the application for relief,

Required Updntes to State god Federal Recards: Pursuant 1o Section 102(c) of the NLAA, the Stnte, on being made nware
that the basis under which the record was made available does not apply, or no longer spplies: !

o Updates, corrects, modifies, or removes the record from any database that the Federad or State government maintains and
makes availabie to the NICS, consistent with the rules pertsining to the database; and
'b. Notilies the Attorney General that such basis no longer applies so that the record system in which the record is maintmned 15 ¢
kept up to date.
%.  Recommentded Procedurs: It is recommended (got required) that the State have & writtien procedure (2.8 , State law, /
regulotion, or administrasive order) to address the update requirements.

-~

b

! For information regascling the availability of Aimding for such granty see MR¥rre s gt o

' Federnd regulations at 27 CFR § 475 11 define the term "sdjudicated es u mentzl defective” as: A determinazion by a court, board, conynission, or other lawful authority that o
person, a3 & resuls of marked subnormal intedligence, or mental illness, incompetency, condition, or disease: {1} Is a danger to himself or athers, or (2) Lacis the mental capecity
1o contract or manage his own affain, The term shall include — (1) A finding of insanity by & court in a criminal case; and (2) Those persons found incompetent to stand trial or
found not guilty by reason of lnck of mental respensibility purnant (o articles $01 and 72b of the Uniform Code of Military Justice, 01 S C 2500, 876b

1 Feder! regulations 8t 27 C.F R § 478 11 define the term "committed to » mental institution® us: A forme] comumiment of a person 1o & mental institution by & coust, board,
commission, or other lawful muthority The term includes o commitment to 8 mensal instimutdon inveluntarily  The tenn incfudes commitment for mental defectiveness or mental

iliness. It also inchudes commibments for other reasany, such as for drug use, The term does not include o person in o mental institution for observation or a voiuntary admission
to e mentl instinmion.
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Authorized State Official's 5§ ure

(o

State and Office Certification Date

PA, Pennsylvania State Police, Bureau of Records and ldenbificsiion

Printed Name and Title Phone YT
Lt. Bryan Paulshock
Direcsor, Firearms Division T7-7T2-1897

(For ATF Use Only)

Rellef P :
The Rellef Program Application s |Q/ APPROVED

[0 DENIED. for the reasons siated helaw.

"ATE. OGcial's Signature

4!_/

ATF Office Decisian Date

FCJD[_F‘-(“'/H <4 - 14

Printed m and Title

Veiesd Y.
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KTE Eof
Reasons for disapirmvnl. ot nddidonal comments:

Tlease Mail The Form To:

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobocco, Firearms and Explasives (ATF)
Fircarms and Explosives [ndustry Division

Mailstop: 6.N518

99 New York Avenue, NE

Washington, DC 20226

Contact Number: (202) 648-7190

Impartant Netice

Approval of a relief from disabilities program is valid only if the certifying afficial abave has autherity under State law to execule this certification,
and only 1o the exteat there bave been no amendments ar changes to the State's relief from disabilities program laws, regulations, directives or

procedures that were submitted in support of an initial certification. ITthers have been any changes to applicable State laws or procedures, 2 new
certification form must be submitted to ATF for approval.

Privacy Act Information: Sollcitation of this information is sutharized by the NICS Improvement Amendments Act of 2007, Public Law 110-180.

Paperwark Reduction Act Notice

‘The information required on this form is in accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, The purpose of the information is 10 determioe whether

State has certified, to the satisfaction of the Attomey General, that it has established e relief from disabilities program in accardance with the requiremeats of
the NICS mprovement Amendmeats Act of 2007, Public Law 110-180.

The estimated average burden associoted with this collection is 15 minutes per centification, depeading on individua) circumstances. Comiments sbout the

accuracy of this burden estimate and suggestions for redueing it should be directed to the Reports Management Officer, Document Services Section, Brreau af
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives, Washington, DC 20225,

An agency may not canduct or spansor, and a person is not required to respond to, & callection of information unless it displays a currently valid OMB control
number, Confidentiality is not assured.
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