FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Settlement of Class Action Alleging Disclosure of
Confidential Gun Permit Information by the City of Philadelphia
Philadelphia, PA – July 22, 2014: Joshua Prince, Esquire of Prince Law Offices, P.C.,
Benjamin R. Picker, Esquire of McCausland Keen & Buckman, Jonathan Goldstein, Esquire of
McNelly & Goldstein, LLC, Jon Mirowitz, Esquire, and attorneys for the City of Philadelphia
(the “City”), jointly announced today that a proposed settlement has been reached in John Doe,
et al. v City of Philadelphia, et al., Case No. 121203785, a class action lawsuit filed under seal in
the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas regarding the disclosure of allegedly confidential
Pennsylvania License to Carry Firearms (LTCF) information by the City. The settlement is the
result of a year and a half of litigation and extensive settlement discussions during two days of
mediation with former United States Magistrate Judge Diane Welsh.
The proposed settlement is on behalf of a putative class of approximately 3,265 current or former
LTCF applicants who appealed to the Philadelphia Licenses and Inspections Board of Review
from the Philadelphia Police Department’s denial or revocation of the Pennsylvania LTCF. The
claimants alleged that the City failed to secure adequately a website database that included these
individuals’ names, addresses, and appeal information, thereby allowing that information
pertaining to approximately 2,188 of the individuals to be accessed by individuals not entitled to
do so for several days in August of 2012. The City maintained that the information on the
website was not confidential and was not exposed to the public in violation of Pennsylvania law,
and the City does not admit liability to the plaintiffs as part of the settlement.
Under the proposed settlement, the City will pay $1.425 million to the class and will be
separately responsible for the costs of administering the settlement. Once the Philadelphia Court
of Common Pleas approves the settlement, class members will receive a check without having to
submit a claim form. Under the proposed settlement, the approximately 2,188 individuals will
receive more than the other approximately 1,077 members of the class. In addition, the City will
voluntarily implement substantial changes in certain policies and procedures, which will
positively affect firearm owners who have legally obtained a firearm, and those who choose to
carry a firearm for self defense and other lawful purposes. Such policy changes will include, but
are not limited to, ensuring that confidential LTCF applicant information will not be disclosed by
the City electronically or in-person, not requiring or contacting references for any LTCF
applicant, processing LTCF applications within 45 calendar days, refunding $15 of the LTCF
application fee to any applicant who is denied, and not confiscating a firearm or LTCF unless an
officer has probable cause to believe it is evidence of a crime.
A copy of the Settlement Agreement can be downloaded here.
A copy of the Second Amended Complaint can be downloaded here.
A copy of the Class Notices can be downloaded here.
A copy of the Signed Preliminary Approval Order can be downloaded here.
A copy of the License to Carry Firearms Applicant Notice can be downloaded here.
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